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Update Friday 8th January 

Firstly, let me wish you all good health for the year ahead. I know this is not 

the start that anyone of us planned or hoped for however, if nothing else the 

last 10 months has taught me to be flexible and just go with the flow. 

So this is the latest flow …. 

 We are living in a pandemic and the guiding principle remains, that 
if children can learn safely at home then they should. 

 Wednesday 6th January was an exceptional closure day and staff 
returned to work to plan for remote learning starting on Monday 
11th January 

 Thursday 7th and Friday 8th emergency childcare for key workers 
and children from our ASN base 

 

The school is open during this lockdown (unlike in March 2020) to 

 Provide emergency childcare/education for our families of key workers. 
This should only be accessed if you have no other childcare options 
and only on days when key workers are at work. Please contact the 
school office and request a form to apply for a place. 

 Support our ASN base classes – individual packages for children 

 Provide wellbeing support for individuals 
 

Our plans from Monday 11th January when remote learning will begin. 

 Remote Learning – Google Classrooms 

 Learning Packs 

 Staffing organisation 
 

Remote Learning – Google Classrooms 

Google classrooms is our chosen online platform to support remote 

learning. 

We have endeavoured to ensure that all children have access to google 

classrooms.  If this is still a problem or if a new issue arises please 

contact  the school office.  

Children will re-engage with learning and teaching from Monday 11th January. 

The focus now is CONTINUITY OF LEARNING.  This is NEW learning  …. 

this means that work should be completed in the order and pace suggested 

by the teacher especially literacy and numeracy tasks. 



Engagement with this platform is being monitored weekly and the expectation 

is that where possible children engage daily in allocated learning tasks. 

 

Although the guidance suggests the 9:00 am – 3:00 pm school model, we 
are aware and respect that this is a challenge, particularly if parents are 
managing their own work load. Tasks can be completed at a time and place 
of your choosing but ideally by the end of any given week. Monday – 
Sunday.  
 

 

Realistically - time on learning tasks should be broken up to include time 
outdoors and time for play. Screen time should also be monitored at home. 
BBC are supporting home learning with televised learning opportunities 
which are age and stage appropriate. 

 

Learning Packs 

Learning packs have been made up to supplement and support remote 

learning opportunities. These will be distributed to you on Monday 11th by a 

member of the school staff. If you have not received this by the end of day 

Tuesday 12th please contact the school office. 

Learning Packs contain support material and paper activities.  

Textbooks and reading books will also be provided. These should be kept 

safe and returned to school when requested. 

Realistically - remote learning is in place and the timescale will be reviewed 

over the next 3 weeks. These learning packs will be updated and reissued if 

children do not return to school on Monday 1st February. 

 

Staffing Organisation 

Schools haven’t closed (unlike the last time), staff are in school, therefore, if 

you need any additional information/resources please contact the school 

office. 

Teachers will provide remote learning via GOOGLE Classrooms  - however, 

please also be aware that all staff also have a commitment to the childcare 

rota which is very much part of their working day  - so please be patient, 

teachers will respond to online queries at their earliest convenience. 

 

ParentPay – Milk Bookings 

Please be advised, that if you had booked Milk for your child over the next few 

weeks, this has been cancelled. 



 

 

 

Self-Isolating families or families needing a little support can 

access BLACKWOOD & KIRKMUIRHILL RESILIENCE GROUP  

(Based at Kirkmuirhill Parish Church) 

T: 07943 990630  or 07943 804965 

This group can provide door step support for you 
 

 
 

 

 
 

EDUCATION SERVICES 
Executive Director:  Tony McDaid 

Blackwood Primary School - Head Teacher: Ms Christine McMillan 

A final note for this week …. 

As a school, we find ourselves once again responding to this COVID-19 

pandemic. We, as a school community, thank you for your continued 

support as we endeavour to continue to provide quality learning and 

teaching opportunities for your child all be it in a virtual remote world. 

In this current environment, there are no rights and wrongs  … like you we 

are doing our best. There are many different models of how this looks out 

there please don’t compare us … support us! 

If you have any concerns or questions please contact the school office.    

Take care and stay safe! 

Christine McMillan, Head Teacher 

 

 

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/
https://www.scottisheducationawards.co.uk/index.html

